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In its CLH report, the Austrian Competent Authoritiy suggests to add classification for STOT SE3, irritant to the respiratory tract. While we agree to all other conclusions and proposed classifications in the CLH dossier, we find this classification inappropriate for the pure substance for the following reasons:
Di-n-butylamine is corrosive to the skin (category 1B), damages the eyes (category 1), and is toxic after inhalation (category 2). The latter is likely a consequence of the corrosive properties of the substance on the respiratory tract.
According to the CLP, a STOT SE classification should only be assigned, if the observed effects are not covered by any other hazard class. Additionally, with regard to STOT SE 3, irritation to the respiratory tract, “this special classification would occur only when more severe organ effects including in the respiratory system are not observed.” (3.8.8.2 e). 
In the case of di-n-butylamine, the effects to the respiratory tract are already addressed by the classifications as corrosive and acutely toxic. As the Competent Authority already stated, “a classification for corrosivity is considered to implicitly cover the potential to cause respiratory tract irritation”. Moreover, effects on the lung and the nasal passages that cause corrosion and mortality (covered in the classification for acute toxicity inhalation cat. 2) are considered too severe as to fulfill requirements of reversible irritation on the respiratory tract. Consequently, classification as only “irritant” to the respiratory tract understates the true hazard for this route of exposure and might lead to a more careless handling of the substance.
We do however acknowledge that classification with STOT SE 3, irritant to the respiratory tract, becomes relevant, if di-n-butylamine is diluted and used in concentration that are not considered corrosive, but to only cause irritation, i.e., when used in mixtures between 1% and 5%.
In conclusion, we propose to not classify the pure substance with STOT SE 3, irritant to respiratory tract, but instead add this classification to the harmonized classification only in the column for specific concentration limits, requiring classification of mixtures that contain 1-5% di-n-butylamine.
