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Commission Internationale Permanente
pour l’épreuve des armes à feu portatives

(Permanent International Commission
for the proof of small firearms)



Portable and Civil firearm
& 

Ammunition

https://cip-bobp.org/fr

https://cip-bobp.org/fr


International treaty from 1914 between 14 
countries

11 (10) countries in Europe and 3 (4) 
outside Europe



Organisation

14 member countries







Relation C.I.P / SAAMI 

• The C.I.P. Technical Subcommittee is in almost permanent 
contact with the Technical Committee of the SAAMI (Sporting 
Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers' Institute), the association 
of the main manufacturers of firearms and ammunition in the 
United States of America.

• By collaborating, the C.I.P. and SAAMI work together to develop 
internationally recognized standards to ensure the safety of the 
shooter.

Organisation

https://saami.org/


• Decisions taken by the C.I.P. have the force of law in all
member countries

• Decisions are voted by absolute majority, by diplomatic way

• Each C.I.P. member country must have at least one Proof House

• The Proof House must test the firearms and ammunition placed
on the civilian market, following the C.I.P. Decisions

 SAFETY of the shooter

Objectives



• Establishment of uniform rules for the Proof of firearms and
ammunition in order to ensure the reciprocal recognition of
the proof marks of the signatory states of the said convention.

https://cip-bobp.org/en/proof-marks-in-force

• Proofing of portable firearms in the Proof House of the
manufacturer's C.I.P. country, and for imported firearms, in the
Proof House of the C.I.P. country where the firearms are
imported for the first time.

• Same for commercial ammunition

Objectives

https://cip-bobp.org/en/proof-marks-in-force


Proof mark & Proof House Mark



Shooter's safety
Avoid this : 



TDCC

https://bobp.cip-bobp.org/en/tdcc_public

Tables of 
Dimensions of
Cartridges and
Chambers

More than 600 different calibres
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https://bobp.cip-bobp.org/en/tdcc_public






Barrel twist rate 
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shot shell ammunition 





Momentum
Lead-free shot ammunition



Banning lead in ammunition
Consequence

For single projectile ammunition

1. Increase or decrease the twist for the stabilization
of the projectile

for C.I.P.: change on many / most TDCC 
for C.I.P.: compatibility with SAAMI organization
for manufacturers: new study, new development, 

new machining, new  …



Banning lead in ammunition
Consequence

For single projectile ammunition

2. Increase the length of lead-free bullets

do not fit to the magazines and/or chambers
(TDCC) of many calibers
have to be seated so deep in the cartridge case : 

pressure and safety problems (over C.I.P. max 
pressure).



Banning lead in ammunition
Consequence

For shot-shell ammunition without lead pellet

1. Increase of the velocity and/or the mass of pellets
to assure the quantity of energy on the target

for C.I.P.: Not always possible in function of the 
dimensions of the cartridge, respect of the values 
of the momentum, of the pressure
for manufacturers: increased resistance of 

firearms, new concepts, new developments, new 
…



Banning lead in ammunition
Consequence

For shot-shell ammunition without lead pellet

for C.I.P. & manufacturers: old shotguns tested
with lead pellet ammunition, what about steel
shot ? Resistance of barrels ? 



Thank you
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