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How a presentation can facilitate:

• The technical and scientific discussion 
on the issue of lead in hunting and 
shooting that will also serve as input 
into the investigation that ECHA is 
currently carrying out. 

• What is currently known about lead.
• A summary of the facts and evidence. 



Policy context: 

• AEWA: In 1995 called on Parties to “... endeavour to phase out the use 
of lead shot for hunting in wetlands by the year 2000.”

• 23 EU Member States did this 

• CMS: The Conference of Parties in 2014 called on all Parties to 
“Phase-out the use of lead ammunition across all habitats (wetland 
and terrestrial) …” Resolution 11.15 - agreeing that it is for each Party 
to determine whether or how to implement the recommended 
actions, considering the extent and type of poisoning risk

• IUCN: A path forward to address concerns over the use of lead 
ammunition in hunting (WCC-2016-Res-082-EN)



EU laws on lead
in ammunition

• Wetlands (24 Member States)
• Lead shot bans: 

• DK
• BE (Flanders)
• NL

• Lead rifle bullet bans:
• Parts of DE (rifle bullets)
• IT (Alps) – nat. park site





Quantity / usage of ammunition (ECHA)

• It is estimated that around 21 – 27 000 tonnes of lead
is dispersed into the EU environment per year from 
these uses.

• An estimated 14 000 tonnes of lead shot is dispersed 
into terrestrial areas in the EU each year.

• It is estimated that sports shooters in the EU use 
around 10 000 to   20 000 tonnes of lead in shot 
cartridges per year on shooting grounds.



Understanding use of lead ammunition for 
hunting in Europe
• Evidence on national situations including the scale of hunting and 

shooting in different countries (number of hunters, main types of 
hunting, sports shooting, etc.) is required.

• Generally, for shotgun shooting, we understand that over 65% of shot 
is used for clay shooting at shooting grounds in Europe, but in some 
countries this percentage is over 85% for clay shooting. 

• It would be important to estimate what percentage/use is for certain 
uses or types of sports shooting/hunting e.g. air rifles, target shooting 
ranges, clay shooting, rifle ranges. 

• It would also be useful to ascertain what calibres are in use for 
hunting and target shooting purposes…





Quantity/usage of ammunition: Game bags

• It was estimated that 6 million waterfowl are shot annually 
(AMEC, 2012). 

• Hirschfeld and Heyd (2005) work is outdated and often 
considered problematic, which estimated that the total 
amount of birds shot annually in Europe is about 101 million. 

• More information about harvest data for bird hunting will 
soon become available during the EU reporting process 
under the Birds Directive (Article 12) – 2020.





Risk

• Environment:
• Waterbirds/wetlands
• Terrestrial

• Human health:
• Risk management?

vs.
• No safe limit… non threshold substance…



Environmental risks: Risk management?





Advice from several national food safety agencies







Information needs for a socio-economic 
assessment
• Firearms for hunting:

• What types of firearms exist?
• Are they suitable for non-lead ammunition?

• What non-lead rifle ammunition exists?
• What of this is economically feasible and tested?

• Main concerns if a restriction is decided:
• Lacking socio-economic information and a lack of engagement 

from governments.
• How to deal with knowledge gaps?
• Is it wise to examine non-lead ammunition too?

Would 
we lose 
hunters?



Typical concerns raised by hunters

• The effectiveness of steel shot 
• Impact of non-lead on firearms
• The human health issue 
• Non-lead can be toxic too (environment and health)
• The risk of ricochets (safety)
• Limited availability of steel shot cartridges with bio-

plastic wads or fibre-wads
• Non-lead ammunition availability for rifle calibres 

(below 6mm) and for short/other firearms



Thank you
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