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Today:

1. Safety how ?

2. What are the Numbers ?

3. How to do better 



Textile products safety

main relevant REACH restriction 

Annex XVII

o Chromium VI in leather (entry 47)

o PAH’s in rubber & plastics (entry 50)

o Cd in plastics, coated materials (entry 23)

o Flame retardants in textiles (entry 4, 7 & 8)

o Azocolourants and azo dyes (entry 43)

o NPEO in washable textiles (entry 46, as of  February 2021)

o PFOA, except textiles for workers protection (entry 68 as of July 2020)

o Skin sensitizers (now 95 substances, tomorrow 1000??? )  

Art 68.2 

o CMRs (286 ➔ 33 substances) in textile consumer goods applicable as 

of 1st November 2020

- 9 months

- 12 months

- 15 months



August 2019 October 2019

• Entry 27 on nickel restriction extended to textiles
• Do we have appropriate test methods ?

Understanding the law and test methods 



The «lists»  RSL / MRSL 

Responsible Brands / customers request compliance with:

Restricted Substances Lists (RSL) 

Manufacturing Restricted Substance Lists (MRSL)

Use of chemicals and thresholds are firmly fixed and tested in 
products/productions.

Proliferation of different « lists » = pressure & costs to 

manufacturers/ especially SMEs

Textile products safety

Voluntary industry measures 

Info about IKEA +  H&M testing 
campaign 



Textile products safety

Voluntary industry measures 

 
 

Europe Total 2017 Total 2018 % change Total 2019 (Status: 21.10.2019) 

Total 5'299  5'840  +10% 4'409 

 
 

Global Total 2017 Total 2018 % change Total 2019 (Status: 21.10.2019) 

Total 17'386  19'348  +11% 19'309  

 

N° of released certificates

Tests results pending.. 

 
 

Europe Total 2017 Total 2018 % change Total 2019 (Status: 21.10.2019) 

Total 5'299  5'840  +10% 4'409 

 
 

Global Total 2017 Total 2018 % change Total 2019 (Status: 21.10.2019) 

Total 17'386  19'348  +11% 19'309  

 

October 2019 ∆ 2019/2017

Brands  as partners globally 74 12%

Chemical suppliers 185 40%

Manufacturers gloablly 353 28%

End of 2017

Brands  as partners globally 66

Chemical suppliers 132

Manufacturers gloablly 325

Beyond «lists»,  growing adoption of large scale initiatives 



The ZDHC Programme is a collaboration of: 

30 signatory brands, 

102 value chain affiliates 

18 associates 

all active in the textile, apparel, leather and footwear 

industry. 

Textile products safety

Voluntary industry measures 
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EU28 PRODUCTION SOLD

Description Unit
Quantity

2017

items 3,747,639,000

Clothing pairs 1,270,344,000

Carpets m2 881,136,000

m2 137,147,000

Made-up textile articles items 297,476,000

Data Source EUROSTAT, CN nomenclature (trade)

Data Source EUROSTAT, Procom nomenclature (production) codes 1392, 1393, 14 

Moving articles across EUROPE

?

1 out of 5 of items traded in EU

5 Bln. items
(+ 10%)



EU28 PRODUCTION SOLD

Description Unit
Quantity

2018

items 3,747,639,000

Clothing pairs 1,270,344,000

Carpets m2 881,136,000

m2 137,147,000

Made-up textile articles items 297,476,000

22,8 Bln. Items  
(+ 3,8%)

5 Bln. items

Data Source EUROSTAT, CN nomenclature (trade)

Data Source EUROSTAT, Procom nomenclature (production) codes 1392, 1393, 14 

Moving articles across EUROPE

?

Products imported in the EU

Description Unit
% Change % Change

2017 2017/2016 2018 2018/2017

CLOTHING
N° of items 16.368.479.287 1,2% 16.985.063.517 3,77
N° of pairs 5.652.575.987 6,4% 5.878.350.698 3,99

Tons 464.352 479.115 3,18

Carpets Square meter 260.483.199 254.691.530 -2,22

Home textiles

Square meter 488.967.350 480.660.810 -1,7

N° of items 185.353.915 178.495.257 -3,7
Tons 742.129 751.059 1,2

n° of wearable items 22.021.055.274 22.863.414.215 3,8%

(+ 10%)

27,8 Bln. Items  



Identifying “free-riders” is 

very difficult

Insights:

(Not statistically relevant) 

24 non-complaint products for Chemical risks until 
October 2019 



Example 1 

Market Surveillance 
in Belgium 

Inputs welcome by September 2019



1751 products checked

Uncompliant rates:

11% average 

23% internet sales 

Source  www.blac.de May 2018

Example 2

REACH EN FORCE 4 – 8 textiles checked



40.265 “fake” general articles destroyed in 2018; value € 246.500 

571 cases against suspicious packages, 

566 cases (99%): goods destroyed, 

Toys and sports equipment 50,7 %, 

clothes 22,6% (+- 124)

shoes 12,6%

source https://www.tportal.hr/

Example 3 

Customs action in Croatia - “fakes” priority vs chemicals
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Level Playing Field 

NEW Restriction on Skin Sensitizers, Annex XV report points out testing
issue for industry and enforcement authorities alike

« Higher burden and cost for testing of compliance could result in that
less enforcement activities and controls in fact conducated » 

But are the costs correctly estimated ????

ENSURE 

Level Playing field in REACH works



Welcome but… can pilots impact at large scale?

Pilot project 



Info shared by the Industry 
in 2018

- Frequently found substances/ 
products:

- Issues on test methods

Useful? 

What is needed ?



Conclusions More products & more restrictions, industry voluntary action 
increases, Member States resources?

Rapex & Pilots give insights only, what do we know?

Test methods are still an issue 

Fruits of communication, role of products’ test finally acknowledged

“Goods package” Regulation, 

How can we help ?

A cooperation platform with ECHA, market surveillance, customs, 

industry and others?

Next steps
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