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What is EuPhraC?
How can it support better SDS quality?
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Since 1993, an expert workgroup of BDI develops standard phrases and other 
helpful tools information for safety data sheet authoring. 

A working group of the BDI drew up a standard phrases catalogue for EU SDS 
and has been keeping it up to date since 1998!

Since 2010 the name EuPhraC is established:

EuPhraC is an independent and non-proprietary standard phrase catalogue to 
define a sufficient phrase set for supply chain communication.

It is aligned with and meant to support SDScomXML. 

What is EuPhraC?
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The catalogue is being adapted continuously to new requirements from REACH, 
CLP and (limited by the knowledge and time resources of participants) national 
regulations from European and non-European countries. 

It includes all ESCom phrases for exposure scenarios, thus covering the 
extended safety data sheets. 

Additional documents are available to support the idea of Safety Data Sheet 
standardisation in order to improve supply chain information quality. 

Members of the EuPhraC working group are representatives of industry, 
authorities and private experts, e.g.:

SECTION 7/8:      German Federal Institute for Occupationla Safety and Health
SECTION 4:         Poison Information Center of University Göttingen
SECTION 11/12:  regognized (eco)toxicological experts
Other SECTION: recognized experts on the appropriate field
General: experts for linguistic and IT topics
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License and Conditions for Use

Open standard licensed under Creatice Commons Attribution License 
CC-BY-SA 3.0: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Includes a requirement for proper reference and delivery of this license 
with every copy of a library including EuPhraC phrases. 

All authors of safety data sheets can download the EuPhraC free of charge 
in English and German language. Further language versions can be obtained 
via the providers list. 

The current version is available in 35+ languages (license fee has to be paid 
for the translations). 
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EuPhraC is not intended to replace either the specialised know-how required or 
the knowledge of the corresponding legislation. 

The catalogue contains a selection of generally accepted standard phrases in 
accordance with current law. 

This selection can be supplemented by industry sector catalogues harmonized 
throughout the sectors, containing sector specific standard phrases. 

The use of EuPhraC is purely voluntary. It is recommended to switch step by step 
from the previous set of safety data sheets to the new standard phrase catalogue, 
where appropriate. 

The catalogue should be considered when authoring new safety data sheets 
and/or introducing new data processing software for compiling safety data sheets. 

Purpose of EuPhraC



EuPhraC (European Phrase Catalogue)

NOTE 2:
The application of the catalogue is recommended for
software suppliers, manufacturers, distributors and 
formulators who established their own tools for the
elaboration of safety data sheets.

NOTE 1:
The catalogue is continuously maintained to reflect
current practical experiences and the respective new
legislation and is open for including contributions of
sector-specific communities, associations or initiatives.

General notes
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SDS template with EuPhraC phrases
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The suggested structure within each safety data sheet section or 
subsection is an example which can of course be modified individually. 

The template should support to present an idea how a compliant SDS 
can look like by using EuPhraC phrases.

The structures were developed by experts under consideration of latest 
legal developments and/or requirements. Structure has been checked 
against REACH-IT in IUCLID for a maximum of similarity, but with 
deviations because the legal text took precedence – this was the case 
specifically in sections 11 and 12.

The templates also contain supportive comments and examples. 
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Example 1
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Example 2
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Why using standard phrases

Standard phrases are text modules for contents in the
safety data sheet (SDS).

They have to be translated into different languages
« to avoid cost of an individual translation in each case
« and ensure a good understanding and content quality

Both are of fundamental interest for ALL companies
involved in the supply-chain.
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Quality checked harmonised standard phrases ensure recognition by all 
users.

Prominent example (wrong in most German SDS):

„Auto-ignition temperature“ in EN vs. „Zündtemperatur“ in DE

Quality of translations

Meant is actually the ignition 
temperature (see Regulation (EC) No 
440/2008, Annex A.15).
“Auto-ignition temperature” has been 
erroneously translated by the EU 
Translation Service as a "self-ignition 
temperature", which is incorrect.
"Self-ignition temperature = self-ignition 
temperature"
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REACH and CLP demand new standard phrases to cover
«  environmental and consumer protection
«  structure & data of the exposure scenarios (annex eSDS)
«  new sub-headers for new structure
«  H-/P- and EUH-phrases
«  etc.

New regulations demand new phrases

“With regard to the calculation of ATEmix the mixture does not contain relevant 
components with unknown acute toxicity.”
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Search, Propose and Comment

https://www.esdscom.eu/english/euphrac-phrases/search-and-propose/

Note: please read the guidance on creation, submission and usage of phrases
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Online presentation
http://draft.euphrac.eu/Default.aspx?Language=en
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European Phrase Catalogue

http://content.euphrac.eu/Default.aspx?Language=en
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Bulletin board
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For a comprehensive view on the phrase content, please 
use the Proposal Tool. 

Every user is invited to contribute ideas and new phrases 
to EuPhraC or ESCom which are not yet part of EuPhraC
or ESCom. Please browse through the catalogue and 
propose phrases online. 

You are welcome to send any comments, additions or 
changes directly to the workgroup head.

The EuPhraC group also appreciates to receive other 
contributions or comments via email.

How can I contribute?
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Conclusion
Two Steps to minimise administrative costs, higher the

quality and easy communication along the supply
chain:

Establish, maintain, support and use a standard
phrases catalogue (EuPhraC)

Use electronical data exchange for SDS 
communication (eSDSCom)
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Back-up
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How are proposals assessed?
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CEFIC
(coordination)

EuPhraC + SDScom
Steering Committee

EScom
Steering Committee

SDScomXML
Working Group

Escom XML
Working Group

BDI
(coordination)

EuPhraC Phrases
Working Group

Escom Phrases
Working Group

SDScomChem
SDScomBau

PIC XML

eSDSCom

cooperation

European maintenance structure
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www.eSDSComXML.eu

Other activities
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Future reality
<!ELEMENT Datenblatt
(DatenblattKopf,DatenblattInhalt,DatenblattAnhan
g)>
<!ELEMENT DatenblattKopf
(Handelsname,Version?,Ueberarbeitet,ProduktCo
de*,Adresse,Auskunf
t,Notauskunft)>
<!ELEMENT DatenblattInhalt
(Zusammensetzung,BesondereGefahren,ErsteHil
fe)>
<!ELEMENT DatenblattAnhang EMPTY>
<!ELEMENT Handelsname (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT Version (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT Ueberarbeitet (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT ProduktCode 
(CodeBezeichnung,Code)>
<!ELEMENT IdentNr (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT Bezeichnung (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT Adresse
(Firma,AdressePostfach?,NatKennzeichen,Ort,Te
lefon?,Telefax?,EMa
il?,Telex?,AdresseStrasse?)>
<!ELEMENT Firma (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT AdresseStrasse
(Strasse,Hausnummer?,PLZ)>
<!ELEMENT NatKennzeichen (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT Strasse (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT Hausnummer (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT PLZ (#PCDATA)>
<!ELEMENT Postfach (#PCDATA)>
.......

plausibility
checks

Company
internal

IT system
Other
apps


