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Since its fotindation in 2001, the Chinese Industry Association for AntiIflici’t)l)ifll

late rio I I her-er ira fter referred to as C lAM has been acting to spread antibacterial

treated products. The (‘IAA has a membership of 100 companies. including the

manufacturers of antiinierobials and antimicrobial treated products a rid a nt rbactei’ral

performance evaluation test organization, to l)rOrnote a healthy industry for

antimicrobial treated products in China.

The antimicrobial treated products using different antibacterial materials now arc

sold in China . Antimicrobial treated products include home equil)mpnt, house

apparatus, textile p rod oct s. borne electrical a pp I in ores, building mate rio Is. The sales of

antimicrobial products has reached about RMR 70 billion.

Among the variety of antibacterial materials, silver zinc zeolite (hereinafter referred

to as SZZ) which contains silver as the active ingredient. The silvercontaining

antimicrol)ials including SZZ are recognized as safety materials and up today we do not

in China have any reports to pint out the unsafe fiature of silver containing products.

This time, in review of the antimicrobials products regulation of Europe under the

BPR program. SZZ has been tentatively classified as reproductive toxic material with

the usc restriction (prohibition). This possible conclusion is not appropriate for

antimicrobial product application. The reasons are at least as following items.

I The state of SZZ in antimicrobial products, where SZZ particle are inclusions in

various material like plastics. coatings, arc ci in runt iral Iv d itThrt’nt ‘Vt Ii those in



free SZZ state. The concentration released from the Inttmicrol)ial products is

much lower (magnitude) than those tested in the report which is to submit to the

HPI{.

2. ‘the test samples used in the report are those of commercialized SZZ, which are

named AgION Antimicrobial Type AJ and Type AK, Irgaguard B8f)OO

(Bactekiller AZ) anti Irgaguard B502i, Their composition and structure are

not specified and obviously quite di ffi’rent. Their mat vita I a rid biological

behaviors should not extrapolate to all SZZ. This relates to very critical

decision and should be ‘er’ cautious.

The possible output of prohibition ofSZZ application in antimicrobial product will have

very negative effects on China antimicrobial industry and the consumers all over the

world. Thus, the CIAA cannot agree with the prohibit ion of using SZZ in antimicrobial

products.

We hope that the final decision will allow the use of silver containing biocicles

including the SZZ in antimIci’obial prodticts in the European Union.
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