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Coop is Denmark’s largest retail enterprise and is owned by its members. 

Coop Danmark operates the chains Kvickly, SuperBrugsen, Dagli’Brugsen, LokalBrugsen, 
Irma, fakta, fakta Q, coop.dk and Irma.dk.  

Together with the independent consumer cooperatives, the organisation has some 
38,000 employees. 

Coop can trace its roots back to the cooperative movement in the late 19th century. In 
2013, FDB (the Danish Co-operative Union) and Coop merged. 

About Coop 



X-tra is Coop’s price 
fighter series which 
offer good products 
for low prices 

Coop are goods of high 
quality which give 
”value for money” 

Änglamark covers 
environmentally friendly, 
allergy friendly and 
organic products 

Private labels 

Own brand in food and daily nonfood – more than 3500 products 



Own brands in nonfood 

Home Accessories, Leisure & Electronics Textiles and Shoes 

Private labels 



The aims are: 

 

•To secure highest level for safety 

•To maintain role as a first mover in 

the market 

•Opportunity to make responsible 

choice 

•Cover ALL private label products 

(including discount range) 



Use of precautionary principle: 

•Risk assessment and possibility for safe substitution 

•When the legislation does not cover (or is to slow) 

•Based on scientific evidence (e.g. opinion SCCS 

(Scientific Committee on Consumer Safety, EFSA 

and recommendation/reports from authorities and 

experts) 

•Consumer concern -  and info from NGO  

(e.g. SIN list) 



1976: first allergy friendly brand in the world?? 

2006: First mover: Ban of hormone disruptions – parabens, sun screens etc. 

2005: no use of anti bacterial ingredients like Triclosan  

1995: ban all allergenic perfume and preservatives in personal care – cover all private 

label. 

1999: Ban PVC in all packaging (and many products categories) 

2008: No SVHC 

2009: No harmful phthalates – counts today a list of 16P 

2010: No biocides in consumer products 

2012: No use nano and micro pearls in personal care 

2014: Ban all fluorinated compounds in food contact materials 

2014: Ban of allergenic preservative Methylisothializone (MI) 

2015: Coop will ban Bisphenol A (cans and thermal paper)??? 



• In 2006 there was in Denmark great focus on endocrine-

disrupting substances in consumer products. 

• Danish consumers started to demand new products.  

• Danish authorities advised against the use of parabens in 

products for children. 

•2005: Coop ban all known EDC 

(in accordance to EU´s priority list (Category 1, 2 and 3) of 

Endocrine Disrupters. And all parabens. 



Since 2005 Coop requirement: 

No use of antibacterial ingredients 

Personal care products shall not contain substances with an antibacterial or 

bacteriostatic effect (ie. triclosan, benzalkoniumchloride, silver and  cationic 

tensides such as f.ex. dialkyl dimethyl ammonium chloride). 

 

 

 



2005: No use of antibacterial substances: For all products – also famous 

brand.  

Only 1 exemption 

March 2012: Label informing: “Containing Triclosan, only to prevent 

paradentose” 

 

January 2015: Coop 100% triclosan free 

 

 



 

 

 

•  “Helsingor Statement” October 2013 

Fluorinated compounds are artificially produced chemical 

compounds that repel water, grease and dirt (textile, paper and 

board) 

 

Several of them are persistent and accumulate in both people 

and the environment.  

http://ing.dk/artikel/fluorstoffer-i-pizzabakker-og-regnjakker-giver-lav-foedselsvaegt-173912


 

 

 



 

 

 

•Leading experts in the world stated 

that the “Tolerable Daily Intake – TDI” 

level is 100-1000 to high 

•Children particularly vulnerable 

•Urgent action needed 
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• 2012: Ban in nonfood products 

(textiles) 

 

• September 2014: all paper for 

baking, muffin forms and paper for 

lunch bags in private label: NO 

more paper with fluorinated 

substances in our shops 

http://www.google.dk/url?url=http://politiken.dk/forbrugogliv/sundhedogmotion/forbrugerkemi/ECE2125534/saadan-undgaar-du-fluorstoffer-i-maden/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=cyl3VLvSNIbTygOEhoD4AQ&ved=0CCMQ9QEwBw&sig2=8ebGrGs5YUw-93e9-4QeMQ&usg=AFQjCNFNmIQadduF8y1bTYosRzrs9IPM-A
http://www.google.dk/url?url=http://ing.dk/fokus/giftige-fluorstoffer&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=cyl3VLvSNIbTygOEhoD4AQ&ved=0CBkQ9QEwAg&sig2=Qz_ifekiKZhqZmkbogzbpg&usg=AFQjCNEUR6qGmQ4NrQviBUtMk6PCxWrbLw
http://www.google.dk/url?url=http://samvirke.dk/forbrug-mad/brevkasse/svanemaerket-bagepapir.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Gyp3VJ_AMejXyQO2w4LgCg&ved=0CBUQ9QEwAA&sig2=ZJ1w-4P_8r15Acu6o2iUAg&usg=AFQjCNGc65b8qauTItHK-IGu5PP6Hvn8tA


 

Microwave popcorn is the only product 

where substitution was not possible.   

New scientific analysis shows dramatic 

impact on human health: 

• 16 higher risk for abortion 
RESEARCH ARTICLE: Association between Perfluorinated 

Compound Exposure and Miscarriage in Danish 

Pregnant Women. By Tina Kold Jensen, April 2015. 

• Breast feeding: the baby will absorb the 

PFC in quite high level from the mother. 
Breastfeeding as an Exposure Pathway for 

Perfluorinated Alkylates. Philippe Grandjean and others, 

Aug 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• 100 numbers of different publicity, 
Televison (interviews), newspapers, radio 
etc. on Coops action.  

 

• More than 6000 shared posts on facebook 
and massive positive comments.  

 

•  It was mostly positive feedback,  and all 
experts, NGOs and authorities supported 
us. Challenges other retailer to withdraw! 

 

• Value of Coops branding more than 1 
million Euro (value of branding and 
announcement 

 

• Responsibility can be an advantage! 

 

• All suppliers of popcorn did take 
innovation into highest priority ! 



Methylisothiazolinone (MI) extremely allergenic 

preservatives 

• Coop never used this in our own private label. 

• in 2013 the Danish authorities raised the alarm – 

explosive number of new allergies. 

• Jan 2014: Coop decided to withdraw Huggies 

baby wipes 

• Coop informed suppliers of branded cosmetics, 

that Coop will not sell personal care products with 

MI in near future - please substitute now !! 

• Sept 2014: all “leave on” personal care products 

– also ALL branded products are MI-free now in 

Coop shops  



1. Coop has identified the 12 kinds of 

chemicals in everyday products, which is the 

biggest threat to the Danish population's 

health and the environment - the dirty dozen. 

2. By the end of 2017, Coop will work for the 

ban of all 12 chemical in our own private label 

products 

3. Coop will also make a great effort to 

influence/challenge suppliers of branded 

(famous) products to phase out the substances 

in their products. 



Announcement in  

all big newspapers in 

Denmark September 7 

 

Informing our approach to 

the allergenic preservative 

MI and our new chemical 

strategy 

 

The legislation is too slow 

to cover the risk 



  

MANY THANKS FOR LISTENING! 

 



 MANY THANKS FOR LISTENING! 

Questions?  


