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Outline 

• Why do we need a Public Consultation on alternatives? 

• How does it work? 

• What information on alternatives is requested? 

• How is the submitted information evaluated? 

• How to ensure a meaningful and efficient Public 
Consultation on Alternatives? 

• Statistics on received comments 
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Purpose 

• To gather information on alternatives 

• Relevant and meaningful information on alternatives is gathered 
in support to the Committees’ scrutiny   

• Public engagement in the regulatory process 

• All available information on alternatives is taken into account in 
the decision for granting an authorisation 

• Transparency and trustworthiness  
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Process overview 
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10 months 

BIU 
published 

Date of 
receipt 

Submitted comments 
published regularly 

RAC & SEAC 
draft opinions 

8 weeks 

Public Consultation on 
Alternatives 

Applicant may 
respond to 
comments 

2 weeks 

Trialogue 

SEAC (RAC) may pose 
additional questions to 

Applicants and 3rd parties 



Process 

• Start of the Public Consultation: 

•upon receipt of application (i.e. fee paid by the 
applicant) 

•publication of the Broad information on uses package 
on ECHA’s website: 

• Mid-February 
• Mid-May 
• Mid-August 
• Mid-November 

 
http://www.echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-
concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation 
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Finalised by ECHA based on 
applicant’s proposal 

Published as provided by 
the applicant. Applicant’s 
responsibility to ensure no 
confidential info is included 

8 weeks of Public 
Consultation on Alternatives 

Submitted comments 
published on website 
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New comments 
added regularly 



Requested information on alternatives 
during Public Consultation 

• Substance/mixture identification and/or description 
of technology/process 

• Substance properties 
• Classification & labelling information 
• Technical feasibility  
• Economic feasibility 
• Risks 
• Availability 

 The web form allows parties to submit the same 
comment for several ongoing consultations 
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How RAC and SEAC evaluate the submitted 
information? 
 
•Assess submissions (together with the application) 
based on: 

• Relevance for the uses applied for 
• Quality and clarity 
• Completeness of the analysis: technical feasibility, economic 

and risk information 
 

•Trialogue:  
• How relevant are the public consultation submissions to the 

uses applied for? 
• Opportunity to clarify questions on alternatives with the 

applicant and, if required, third parties 
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BIU package: key to meaningful consultation 

 
• Trade off between releasing information in the public domain 

(as part of the BIU package) and having to respond to 
irrelevant information submitted during the Consultation 

• Can you communicate your case using publicly available information?  
(e.g., using ranges, industrial averages, patent information, etc.) 

• Anticipate what can be submitted during the Public Consultation 
• Screen publicly available information on alternatives 

• “Test drive” your BIU package to determine what alternatives may come 
up based on your public submission only 
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Communicate well your case to the public to maximise relevant 
submissions from 3rd parties & to limit the number of follow up 
questions from SEAC/RAC 



Received comments per substance (Uses) 
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Type of organisation or company and its 
role in the supply chain 

 

13 



Key messages 

• Public Consultation: 
• identification of information gaps on alternatives for the use 

applied for 
• third parties involvement and support to the Committees’ scrutiny 

• BIU package: key to meaningful and efficient 
consultation on alternatives 

• Possibility for applicant to provide counterarguments 
but with tight deadlines 
• Responses to submissions within 2 weeks of close of consultation  
• Trialogue 
• Responses to RAC/SEAC written questions 
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Thank You!  
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