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1. Timelines 

2. Submission windows 

3. Pre-submission information sessions (“PSIS”) 
4. Where to find information and get additional 

support? 
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Other factors affecting the application 
decision 

Compiling an application might still require significant staff and other 
resources 

The application fee is not insignificant and only guarantees an 
opinion, not authorisation 

Authorisation is temporary – application costs have to be incurred 
again and again, and justifying the authorisation 
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1. Timelines 
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Initial processing 
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Initial processing timeline 

• Public consultation 
• Committees start work on 
conformity check and opinion 
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BR check 
outcome 

1st "brief 
wording" 
for BIU 

Final "brief 
wording" 

+ Invoice 

~3 wk ~3 wk 2+1 wk 

(submission 
fails) 

Comments 
on 1st "brief 

wording" Payment 

~ 2.5 – 3 months 

Submission 
(via REACH –IT) 

Date of 
receipt 

(Art. 64(1)) 



Clarification on « date of receipt » (1/2) 

• April 2013: COM’s clarification on date of receipt: 

•  If the application is submitted before the ‘latest application 
date', the applicant can continue to use the substance after the 
‘sunset date', while waiting for the Commission decision 
(transitional arrangements set in Art 58(1)(c)(ii)) 

•  If Business Rules checks do not pass and you re-submit after 
the LAD, you will not benefit anymore from the transitional 
arrangements!  

• See Q&A 571 and 572 for more details 

 ECHA recommends that you submit your application during the 
previous submission window (~3 months earlier than the LAD), or 
alternatively at the very beginning of the latest submission 
window. 
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Clarification on « date of receipt » (2/2) 

• “Date of receipt” in the meaning of Art. 64(1) is 
not affected: 

the opinion making process starts once ECHA has 
received the application fee (i.e. ~2.5 – 3 months 
after the application has been submitted) 
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Other factors affecting the application 
decision 

Compiling an application might still require significant staff and other 
resources 

The application fee is not insignificant and only guarantees an 
opinion, not authorisation 

Authorisation is temporary – application costs have to be incurred 
again and again, and justifying the authorisation 
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2. Submission windows 
 



Submission windows (1/3) 

Specific periods for submission of Applications to ECHA 
(announced on ECHA web pages; every 3 months) 
 synchronisation with scheduled Committees meetings, for 

effective preparation of opinions 
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Submission windows (2/3) 

• Most of the latest application dates are falling in a 
submission window but not all (e.g. Trichloroethylene) 

• You can benefit from the transitional arrangements of 
Art. 58(1)(c)(ii) of REACH, if you submit your 
applications to ECHA during any of the submission 
windows before the latest submission window 
corresponding to the substance. 

• You do not need to wait the latest submission window 

• As explained above (to benefit from the transitional 
arrangements) ECHA advises to submit before the 
latest submission window 
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Submission windows (3/3) 

TCE:  
• LAD: 21/10/2014 
• Latest Submission Window: 

7-21/08/2014 

DEHP:  
• LAD: 21/08/2013 
• Latest Submission Window: 

7-21/08/2013 



Other factors affecting the application 
decision 

• Compiling an application might still require significant 
staff and other resources 

• The application fee is not insignificant and only 
guarantees an opinion, not authorisation 

• Authorisation is temporary – application costs have 
to be incurred again and again, and justifying the 
authorisation 
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3. Pre-submission information 
sessions (“PSIS”) 
 



Notification and pre-submission 
information session (« PSIS ») (1/2) 

Objective: 

• address case-specific questions on regulatory/procedural aspects 

• clarify critical elements for the public consultation on alternatives 
and facilitate the development of the "broad information on use” 

• NOT to provide consulting services or advice. The assessment of the 
application only starts once ECHA is in receipt of the application for 
authorisation (fee received) 
 

Logistics:  
• Notify ECHA and request a PSIS minimum 8 months before the planned 

submission of the application 
• Documents to send to ECHA and further details on:  
http://echa.europa.eu/applying-for-authorisation/notification-and-pre-
submission-information-sessions  
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Notification and pre-submission 
information session (« PSIS ») (2/2) 

Mutual learning process! 
 
PSIS considered very useful by the (potential) applicants: 
• Helped to clear some misunderstandings 
• Highlight and clarify important aspects 
 
Very useful for ECHA too: 
• Better understanding of what is not clear or what 

worries potential applicants 
• We know what is likely to come – better plannification 
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Other factors affecting the application 
decision 

• Compiling an application might still require significant 
staff and other resources 

• The application fee is not insignificant and only 
guarantees an opinion, not authorisation 

• Authorisation is temporary – application costs have 
to be incurred again and again, and justifying the 
authorisation 
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4. Where to find information 
and get support? 
 



ECHA support 

• ECHA’s website: main ECHA info source to prepare an AfA 
entrance gate to all material:  

http://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-
concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation/afa 
     Q&As! 

• Seminars & workshops 

• Pre-submission information sessions (“PSIS”) 

• Helpdesk (primary contact point for questions) 

• Make suggestions too! Send an email to: 
    applications-authorisation [at] echa.europa.eu 
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http://echa.europa.eu/addressing-chemicals-of-concern/authorisation/applications-for-authorisation/afa 

ECHA’s website: AfA landing page 
 

when to submit your 
application 

info on opinion 
process, applicants’ 
and stakeholders’ 
participation, BIU, 
reference DNELs/dose-
response, etc.  

Consultations and 
opinions 

Guidance, templates, 
Q&As, PSIS 
requests, 
Instructions to 
submit 



http://echa.europa.eu/applying-for-authorisation 
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Q&As: several 
issues 
addressed, 
updated 
regularly.  
Stay up to date! 

Ask for a PSIS 

“Applying for AfA” page 
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Formats, guidance  and tools: 
• CSR 

• AoA 

• Substitution Plan 

• SEA 

• Substance grouping 

• Justification for not 
considering certain risks 

• Concordance table 

• How to describe the uses 

• Data submission manual 

•  ECHA application fee 
calculator 

http://echa.europa.eu/applying-for-
authorisation/preparing-applications-for-authorisation 

“Preparing an application” page 
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contains information on: 
 
• Participation of applicants, 

stakeholders and third parties  

• Evaluation of the applications 
by the Committees 

• Information made public (BIU, 
opinions) 

• Committees working 
procedures and formats 

• Length of review period 

• Reference DNELs/dose-
response relationships 

• etc 

 
These are important documents 
and more will come – please read 
and check regularly! 

 
 http://echa.europa.eu/applying-for-authorisation/evaluating-applications 

“Evaluating applications” page 
 



Partners’ service for applicants (upcoming…) 
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http://echa.europa.eu/applying-for-authorisation 
 
 

http://echa.europa.eu/applying-for-authorisation


Partners’ service for applicants (upcoming…) 
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Downloadable Excel sheet with the following information: 

• Substance  
• Number of uses + use names 
• Company name, country 
• Contact person, E-mail 
• (website) 
• Type of organisation (company/consortium/industry association/ 

consultant/other) 
• Role in the supply chain (M/I/DU/OR/other) 
• Collaboration type  

• Company looking for other companies or consortia for collaboration 
• Consortium proposing collaboration 
• Industry association proposing collaboration 
• Consultant proposing services 
• Other 

• Any further information (free text field) 



Take home 
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• Check ECHA’s website regularly (especially the Q&As) 

• Request PSIS 

• Use the partners’ service for applicants 

• Submit during the submission windows 

• Make suggestions too! 
 

 



Thank You! 
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