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Background

*Soll contamination poses a significant and ongoing risk to both the environment and human health
*With a primarily anthropogenic origin, the effects of contamination upon human health remains poorly understood
*The quantitative measurement of known contaminants in the soil, although commonly used to determine contamination neither
1- reflects the effects of contamination on human health;
2- considers the possible additive toxic effects of contaminants in combination nor
3- Identifies the presence of previously unidentified toxic chemicals
*\We therefore hypothesised that soil samples could be collected and extracts prepared and tested in cell based assays in order to screen for
toxic effects using a variety of viability and gene reporter assays.
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