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Stakeholders’ engagement study 

• Understand the behaviour of the ECHA web audiences when 
searching for chemicals  

• Collect stakeholders’ requirements 

• Provide comparisons with known portals on chemicals 

• Propose a new set of concepts that would address the above and 
would propose the transition of ECHA’s Dissemination website to a 
new capability level 
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INTERNAL 

Some observations… 

• Structure/presentation reflects the IUCLID format 

• Info fragmented from a substance point of view 

• Data not usable/understandable by all relevant target groups 

 

      Improvement needed on usability/search-ability 

      Improvement needed on the content presentation 

       

  The dissemination website should provide user-friendly and 
tailored made access to all relevant information contained 
in the ECHA databases. 
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Work in progress 

• Development of user interface 
• Information display (type, structure and design) 

• Search engines and filters 

 

• Content-related aspects such as: 
• Brief profiles of substances 

• improvement of data quality 

 

 

•  Engagement with stakeholders 
• Workshop on Brief profiles in December 2013 

• Workshop on new Website in Q3 of 2014 
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Tiered approach 

• 0th tier with search result 

• 1st  tier focusing on substance identifiers and main 
regulatory processes (info card). 
3 main objectives: 

• Allow users to identify the substance 

• Provide an overview of main regulatory processes on-going 

• Provide high-level information to concerned citizens (identify at high level the substance’s 
hazardousness, label the substance) 

• 2nd tier with extended information (scientific, uses and 
risk management measures) on the substance (Brief 
profile) 

• The objective of the second layer is to provide basic information at the 
substance level in downloadable format. 

• 3rd tier with raw data 
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Current website 
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The Future… 
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Fully linked data per substance 
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Substance centric model 

REACH 

• Registration 

• Evaluation 

• Authorisation 

• Restriction 

CLP 
• Harmonised 

• Notified 

Biocides 

• Active 
Substance 

• Authorised 
Product(s) 

• Suppliers 

PIC 
• Annex I 

• Annex V 

Identity Data 

EC # 

CAS # 

Index # 

EC Name 

IUPAC name(s) 

Public Name(s) 

Synonyms 

Trade Name(s) 

SMILES 

InChI 
NB: Only non- 

confidential data 
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Overview of tiers 
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Overview of tiers 

Infocard 
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Overview of tiers 

Brief Profile 
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Overview of tiers 

Preregistration 

List 

Registration 
Dossiers 

Evaluation 
Decisions 

CoRAP List Authorisation 
List 

Restriction List Harmonised 
C&Ls 

Approved Active 
Substances 

PIC Annex I 

Source Data 
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Bisphenol A 
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Bisphenol A 
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Bisphenol A 
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Bisphenol A 
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Bisphenol A 
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Bisphenol A 
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Bisphenol A 
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Bisphenol A 
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Working model algorithm - uses 

22 

Extract & Count Descriptors 

Rank & transcribe text 

Order & merge text 

Output paragraph 
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Infocards2,3 
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Infocards2,3 
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Infocards2,3 
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Infocards2,3 
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Infocards2,3 
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Infocards2,3 
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Infocards2,3 
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Benefits 

• Tiered approach  
• Better fit to audience needs 

• Ability to browse quickly through key information before digging further 
in the dossiers 

 

• Readability / transparency 
• Key information on a substance available at a glance 

• Translation of key information in readable text (e.g. uses) 

• Understanding of regulatory processes (CoRAP, Candidate list, etc.) 

• Link to other legislations (PIC, BPR)  
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Upcoming event 
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Workshop on Brief profiles - 3 December 2013 



Thank you! 

christel.musset@echa.europa.eu 


