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2013: studies and surveys 

• 2013 studies on the impact on SMEs

• NL: Impact REACH op MKB

• UK: Business Task Force Cut EU Red Tape; EEF-
Manufacturers’ Organisation awareness, activity and 
perceptions; DEFRA survey on REACH business impacts

• EP: The consequences of REACH for SMEs

• CEPS: REACH: A killer whale for SMEs

• ECHA: Survey of first-time successful SME registrants

• 2014 Commission study (“impact of REACH on 
innovation, competitiveness and SMEs”)

• Market-driven costs (data-sharing, consultancy, SIEF 
management, etc.) >> ECHA fees

• Mixed picture: burden and innovation, lack of 
awareness

19 May 2014



REACH tops ‘Top ten’!

Most complex piece of EU 
legislation 

However, REACH was 
intended to have an impact
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Regulatory burden = regulatory cost 

• REACH burdensome by design, not by 
default

• The most complex [and most lobbied] piece of EU 
legislation

• REACH put the burden of proof [for safe chemical 
management] on industry

• Implementation also complex

• Many regulatory processes, many actors

• SMEs responsible for good stewardship

• Focus: support by ECHA, industry associations

19 May 2014



5

Main cost factors for SMEs

1. Cost of data sharing, meeting information 
requirements, SIEF participation for 
registration (Letters of Access)

2. Cost of communicating in the supply chain 
(use of chemicals)

3. “Cost of ignorance”: futile or belated efforts of  
taking the wrong route; cost of consultants; 
accessibility of public information

4. Obligations under other EU and national 
(environmental) laws

19 May 2014
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SME registrants – specific 
challenges

• Complexity of their obligations

• Working in English (main working language of 
SIEFs and dossiers)

• Complexity of SIEFs 

• Cooperating with competitors

• Large companies using their power

• Cost and quality of consultants

19 May 2014
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Removal of substances from 
market

• Uncertainties regarding actual registration 
of certain substances; drivers: costs, 
substitution (authorisation)

• Fragrance industry (France and Mediterranean 
MS), driver: UVCBs – workshop in Brussels, 8
April 2014

• Registrants of dyes; driver: large numbers

• Formulators’ recipes (e.g. detergents); driver: 
classification under REACH & CLP 

• Predictability vs. nervous market behaviour

19 May 2014



ECHA aims to make

• 2018 REACH Registration 

• Authorisation

predictable processes

(see other presentations)



• Voices of SMEs often focus on legislation

• “REACH is burdensome!”

• Mandate of ECHA is implementation

• “Managing the legislation”, Article 75 of REACH

• Cannot dispense SMEs from compliance

• Implementing REACH to 2018 and beyond 
relies on (affordable) SME compliance

• Long-term gain vs. short-term pain

9

ECHA’s challenges and dilemmas 

19 May 2014



REACH on its way

A closer look
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Submissions to ECHA so far

• 48 500 registrations (2 309 for new substances)

• 12 900 unique substances (1 000 new)

• 2 million study summaries on properties and 
effects of chemicals

• 4 500 substances with EU-wide harmonised 
classification

• 125 000 substances classified

• 6 million notifications 

19 May 2014



ECHA’s support to companies
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Simplification of Guidance

• = Simplification of access to Guidance

• ECHAs old Guidance partly lengthy, heavy and 
scientific

• Started as European Commission RIP guidance

• Focus on first duty holders: manufacturers of SVHCs 
and large volume industrial chemicals

• More recent Guidance targets new users

• Guidance on registration, SDSs, downstream users 
(December 2013)

• Project: CLP Guidance            ECHA web pages 

19 May 2014
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Recent Guidance (DUs)

• Guidance for downstream 
users (Version 2.0)

• A full revision of the structure and 
content of this guidance was 
published on 5 December 2013. 

• Guidance in a Nutshell for 
downstream users

• This document was published 
(simultaneously in all official EU 
languages other than Gaelic) on 13 
December 2013. 
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Recent Guidance (SDSs)

• Guidance on the compilation of 
safety data sheets

• An update (Version 2.0/in English) of this 
guidance was published on 5 December 2013, 
covering in particular the extension of 
Appendix 2 of the guidance. 

• Guidance in a Nutshell on the 
Compilation of safety data sheets

• This document was published (simultaneously 
in all official EU languages other than Gaelic) 
on 13 December 2013. 
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Recent Guidance (CSA)

• Guidance on IR & 
CSA, Chapter R.7a, 
Section R.7.1

• Two further corrigenda to the 
guidance were published in 
December 2013 and February 
2014 respectively.
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• REACH Factsheet 
Toll manufacturer 
under REACH 

• An English version of a REACH 
Factsheet explaining the 
responsibilities of toll 
manufacturers under the 
Regulation was published on 
12 December 2013.

• Translations in 22 additional 
languages were published in 
January 2014.



Other types of support
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Evaluation report

• Recommendations 
highlighted for easy 
reading

19 May 2014

http://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13628/evaluation_report_2013_en.pdf
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Low-tonnage recommendations

19 May 2014

http://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13628/eval_report_2013_facts_figures_en.pdf
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Newsfeed and RSS

19 May 2014
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Communications 

• ECHA e-News (16 000 subscribers), 
Newsletter, website, multimedia products, 
social media

• ECHA-term (multilingual terminology database)

• Reaching the unreachables – outreach to the 
unaware together with partners

• Refining messages to SMEs:

• 2018 Registration 

• Authorisation 

• CLP mixture classification 2015

• CSR/ES Roadmap

19 May 2014
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Leaflets

• Awareness-raising 

• Exposure scenarios 

• Chemicals legislation in a 
nutshell

• ECHA’s services

• HelpNet (Updated)

• Biocides (Updated)

19 May 2014
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Working with partners 

• Cooperation with European Enterprise 
Network (EEN), e.g. joint workshop with 
HelpNet in November 2013; EEN contact points  

• Communications network (using partner 
platforms to reach SMEs)

• Presentations to various audiences 

• Also in third countries (from which ~50% of 
substances on Internal Market originate)

19 May 2014
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DCG (Directors’ Contact Group)

• Third Terms of Reference (2014-2018)

• Focus on supporting SMEs

• Next DCG meeting (4 June 2014)

• SIEF Letter of Access vs. Consortium membership

• Checklist for hiring consultants

• European Commission preparing Implementing 
Legislation 

• Fair and transparent cost sharing in SIEFs

• Recommendations on sound SIEF management

19 May 2014



Access to finance
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SMEs can make use of EU funds

• COSME (2014 – 2020), programming April 2014

• Horizon 2020 – Research and Innovation

• EU Executive Agency for SMEs (EASME)

• http://ec.europa.eu/easme/ 

• European Regional Development Fund (Member 
States mainly responsible for programming and 
delivering EU structural funds)

• ECHA SME Ambassador’s interventions at: 

• SME Assembly Vilnius (Nov 2013), Stoiber Group
Brussels (Dec 2013), SME Envoy meeting Munich 
(March 2014) 

19 May 2014



andreas.herdina@echa.europa.eu

Thank you

Subscribe to our news at 
echa.europa.eu/subscribe

Follow us on Twitter

@EU_ECHA

Follow us on Facebook

Facebook.com/EUECHA


